CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 





——$—<—— 





Published every Saturday, corner of Ninth and Race st.—Price $2 per ann. payable quarterly ‘in advance. 





PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1820. 


NO. 7. 

























uly 
are 
and 
ous 
res VOL. Il. 
of a 
ers FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 
‘ich BRIEF SKETCHES. No.I. 
yess The founder of the Christian religion 
er was born in the 753rd year of Rome at 
ov] Bethlehem of Judea, in the reign of 
we Augustus Caesar, his life was a scene 
will of benevolence and the doctrines he in- 
‘1 & cylcated were peace and good will to 
a men. He was crucified near Jerusalem, 
fe in the reign of Tiberius Cesar, under 
will his procurator Pontius Pilate. At the 
FM time of his crucifixion, there were three 
ton pow erful sects among the Jews who op- 
| osed each other with all the warmth 
00: &® of zeal, and who were never united ex- 
the cept in persecuting the followers of 
Ove @ Christ. The first of these, the Phari- 
ugh sees, combined with unremitted perse- 
iad yerance, the most virulent persecution 
Ject Be and hypocrisy ; their machinations are 
atic developed in the New Testament, and 
1SC- TS their web of cunning is exposed, torn 
asly by the illustrations of truth ; these very 
les. eople were instruments of providence 
ted Fe in fulfilling the prophecies of the person 
ruld ithey rejected, for after having by the 
not Mitreachery of Judas put Jesus to death, 
Has jafter having (fortunately for posterity) 
and sealed the sepulchre and bribed the 
ally iguard, after having roused the ven- 
fra- Bi seance of a Saul to carry on the work 
are Biof desolation to its acme, they rebelled 
(100 HB asainst the Romans and united the ar- 
ned B mies of the empire to their ruin. In 
“A. D. 70. Jerusalem was taken by 
1 at sstorm after a six months siege, the hor- 
rtu- B rors of which were heightened by anar- 
es Bichy within ; yea, famine visited this 
ther Bobrave and unfortunate people, and sti- 
our Billed even maternal affection ; the temple 
will raised for the worship of the true and 
virit Biiving God was destroyed, its splendour 
that Fiwas reduced to ashes and not one stone 
pon Fueft upon another. 
nan & The 2d. The Sadducees denied the 
2 0¢ Bexistence of angels, believing that man 
jwas the summit of creation, placed 
x» [there by an Almighty hand, they be- 
Hieved that the stroke of death would 
== fcvel forever in the dust human exis- 


ence,and the clouds of futurity were 





too thick, for an immortal state to rest 
beyond them ; they professed to believe 
the writings of Moses, divine commu- 
nications, but objected to many parts 
of them ; they were rich and learned, 
and of course possessed great influence 
over the nation. 

The 3rd. The Essenes, ascribed all 
evil to matter, and supposed that the 
soul was purified by mortifying the flesh ; 
they acknowledged Moses’ law, regard- 
ing the five books as allegorical—when 
a doctrine so opposite to the tenets of 
these Jews appeared on the world’s 
grand theatre, when the glories of ano- 
ther world burst on the sight of man, 
and the morn of a resurrection opened 
on the night of futurity, when, a being 
humble in his origin, the reputed son 
of acarpenter, developed the principles 
of truth, without the aid of collegiate 
learning, or the unmeaning pride of 
priestcraft, the Jews gnashed their teeth 
and determined with a firmness worthy 
of a better cause never to lay down what 
they called reason, at the feet of a des- 


pised Nazarine, and with a spirit, com-., 


mon to humanity, endeavoured to-crush 
a religion which confounded their so- 
phistry, by the arm of persecution. 

Warned by the prophecies of their 
Lord and master, the disciples withdrew 
to Pella to enjoy undisturbed their re- 
ligion. 

It has often been a matter of aston- 
ishment with us how the religion of Je- 
sus, humanly speaking, could have been 
propagated ; the state of the Jews as 
we have seen was by ao means favoura- 
ble to its increase, and that of the Gen- 
tiles appears more discouraging ; no- 
thing short of that unseen arm w hich 
controls the destinies of nations, could 
have supported the christian religion 

Among the Gentiles it was the duty 
of the patriotic and good citizen to 
comply with the established religion 
whatever that might be, whether truth 
consisted in the atheism of Epicurus, 
or in the severity of the Stoics, wheth- 
er it was thought uncertain, and be- 
yond the scope of human knowledge, 


A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN «xiii, 34, 





mattered not; if it was the rational re- 
ligion ; to interfere with it, was perni- 
cious, and he who should endeavour to 
overturn it was punishable as an inno- 
vator. Their religion was interwoven 
with the heart’s affections; the bird of 
Jove, Rome’s imperial eagle, rested on 
the battle field, and pointed the march 
of glory, the sight of it reminded the 
youthful hero of the place where a pa- 
rent fell in defending the liberties of 
his country, and whispered to his proud: 
heart the approaching period when his 
arm should hurl destruction on the 
foes of Rome. Is it to be wondered at, 
that such a religion was dear, which 
enlisted the turbulence of youth, and 
the veteran glow of age, which threw 
the mantle of elegance over their un- 
derstandings, and led them to the wor- 
ship of a Venus and a Bacchus ?—It 
might be well at another opportunity 
to draw a comparison between their 
systems and that of Jesus, suffice it for 
the present to say, that no human pow- 
er could have ever converted these Pa- 
gans from a system based on the 
propensities and passions of men, to 
one, which raised not the imagination 
nor flattered ambition, which painted 
no scenes of military splendour, which 
bestowed no wealth on its possessor in 
this world, for it promised nothing (in 
time) but a life rugged, and uncomfor- 
table, marked by the iron hand of woe, 
persecution and death, a religion which 
taught its followers to render good for 
evil, and instead of sanctioning the ex- 
ercise of revenge, held to the view of 
men; a period when nation shall not 
contend with nation neither shall learn 
war any more. 

Yet this religion was established by 
means of a few men ; the mighty power 
of God multiplied miracles around them, 
it supported them in their trials, and 
placed serenity on the *brow, when ter- 
rors worse than death assailed them. 
The temples erected to idols crumbled 
beneath the preaching of the Christians, 
the light of life was seen in solemn still- 





ness dissipating darkness, and it seem- 
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ed as tho’ the myriads of this world 
were rising from the slumber of ages 
to press forward to the gospel of eter- 
nal. life, churches were established in 
Rome, Ethiopia, Corinth,’and Thesalo- 
nica, and places more remote heard the 
sublime doctrines of the cross. 


To be continued. 
|, 
THE BIBLE. 


It is a brief recital of all that is past, 
and a certain prediction of all that is to 
come. It settles all matters in debate, 
resolves all doubts, eases the mind and 
conscience of all their scruples ; it re- 
veals the only living and true God, 
shows the way to him, sets aside all 
other Gods, and prescribes the vanity 
of them and all that trust in them, and 
in short, it is a book of laws to shew 
right and wrong, and a book of wisdom 
that condemns all folly, and makes the 
foolish wise, a book of truth that de- 
tects all lies and confutes all error, and 
a book of life that shews the way from 
everlasting death, it is the most com- 
pendious book in the world, the most 
authentic, and the most entertaining 
history that ever was published ; it con- 
tains the earliest antiquities, strange 
events, wonderful occurrences, heroic 
deeds, and unparalleiled wars. It will 
instruct the most accomplished mechan- 
ic and the profoundest artist, it will 
teach the best rhetorician, and exercise 
every power of the most skillful arith- 
matician; (Rev. 13, 18.) puzzle the 
wisest anatomist, and exercise the ni- 
cest critic, It corrects the vain phi- 
losopher, and guides the wisest astrono- 
mer, it exposes the subtle sophist, and 
makes divines mad. It is a complete 
code of laws, a perfect book of divini- 
ty, an unequalled narrative, a book of 
lives, a book of travels, and a book of 
voyages. It is the best covenant that 
ever was agreed on, the best deed that 
ever was selected, the best evidence 
that ever was produced, the best will 
that ever was made, and the best testa- 
ment that ever was signed, To under- 
stand it, is to be wise indeed, to be igno- 
rant of it, is to be destitute of wisdom ; 
it is the king’s best copy, the magis- 
trate’s best rule, the house-wife’s best 
guide, the servant’s best director, and 
the young man’s best companion ; it is 
the schoolboy’s spelling book, and the 

earned man’s master piece ; it contains 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


, 
a choice grammar for the novice, and a 
profound treatise for the sage ; is the 
ignorant man’s dictionary, and the wise 
man’s directory ; it is its own interpre- 
ter ; it encourages the wise, the warri- 
or, and the overcomer, and promises an 
eternal reward to the conqueror, and 
that which crowns all, is, that the au- 
thor is without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy, in whom is no variableness, 
nor shadow of turning. How valuable 
are the contents of such a book. It suits 
all orders, ranks and descriptions of men; 
it speaks with equal strictness and au- 
thority to the rich and honourable, and 
to the poor and ignoble, and adapts in- 
structions to each of their understand- 
ings; the gift is worthy of the great 
author, and exerts his strict justice, 9nc 
mercy in the mind of every rati snal be- 
ing—inexcusable is that person who 
does not read it often, and unwise is 
that man who gains no instruction from 
it concerning his future destiny. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


IMPORTANT QUERIES. 


CONCLUDED FROM PAGE, 20 


If it be said that sin is infinite, be- 
cause committed against an infinitely 
holy, and righteous God, we reply, 
would you think the proceedings of that 
Judicatory, equitable, that should erect 
their own moral ability, wisdom, and 
intelligence, as the standard by which 
all culprits should be tried; whether 
they be ideots, or men of very limited 
information, or well informed ? Would 
that despot be judicious, who should 
erect his own greatness, power, and glo- 
ry, as the criterion by which to judge 
his offending subjects, and should re- 
gardless of their moral capacity sen- 
tence them all indiscriminately to pris- 
on for life? Now if God rewards us 
for our evil deeds not occording to our 
finite knowledge, but according to his 
infinite holiness, our various conditions 
in life cannot be taken into view ; for, 
if he that has but one talent, should sin 
against infinite holiness, he must be re- 
warded with infinite punishment, and 
he that has five talents,and misimproves 
them all, can receive no more. Is it 


not an abuse of language to talk about 
forgiving much, to him that has sinned 
much, and little, tohim that has sinned 
little, if sin be infinite ; when there can 





be no comparative degree in infinity ? 








Who ever heard of a little infinity } 
In fine, the absurdity of the supposition 
is too glaring to need any further illus. 
tration. 

But to return—Should it be admit. 
ted that Christ has made an infinite 
atonement for the supposed infinite sins 
of all mankind, by * tasting death for 
every man’”’— We then ask, can justice 
demand the destruction of the sinner, 
for that offence, for which it has alrea. 
dy slain the innocent Jesus? It can. 
not rcquire two sacrifices for the same 
offence ; for by so doing it would des. 
troy itself. Now if justice have any 
claims on the sinner, they certainly must 
be satisfied. If Christ satisfies them 
no demands can come against the sin. 
ner ; if the sinner satisfies them, he must 
be released ; but, if neither Christ, nor 
the sinner makes this satisfaction, when 
will inflexible justice have its demands? 
If it be said that justice has these claims, 
that the sinner is infinitely guilty, ha 
nothing to pay, and must suffer in hel 
to all eternity, (none of which is admit 
ted,) the answer then is ; justice never 
will get its demands by such sufferings 
Where then is the utility in such suffer. 
ings? Would there be any utility in 
a crediter’s lodging a debtor in close 
confinement for life, who was totally 
destitute of property, and, while thus 
confined, could not earn his bread much 
less any thing to liquidate the debt! 
When he had lain there fifty years, 
would his creditor think the debt lessen- 
ed? Would not the amount be trebled 
by interest upon interest? So if jus 
tice have interest upon interest, for her 
claims, which can never be satisfied, the 
most inconceivable tortures would avail 
nothing.—Now, what could induce this 
creditor to keep this debtor in jail? No- 
thing but revenge, cruel, malignant re- 
venge. Soif the sinner be infinitely 
guilty, and at the same time infinitely 
poor, nothing but revenge could prompt 
the Almighty to inflict such unmerct- 
ful torments. We say unmerciful, be- 
cause in all the lights we have viewed 
them, we have not been able to discov- 
er the least vestige of mercy, or utility 
in them. However beneficial those 
torments might be to other objects, still 
they must be unmerciful to those who 
endlessly endure them: as it is denied, 
by all partialists that any benefit will 
arise to those thus tormented. 

In fine, we conclude, by asking the 
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following questions : If sin be infinite, 
when will “ grace abound over it,” 
transgression have an end,” “the last 
enemy, thatis death, be destroyed,” and 


all evil extirpated from the moral world! 
H****, 


i anocaseaell 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


REASON AND REVELATION. 


Reason Is revelation’s elder brother: 
—The book of scripture is the second 
edition of the book of nature, with most 
important additions. By reason we 
discover the existence of God, and some 
of his attributes. By reason we ascer- 
tain and are convinced, that the Bible 
is the word of God. By reason and 
common sense, on a frequent, careful 
and serious perusal of the holy scrip- 
tures, we ought to satisfy our own minds 
what are the doctrines they contain, and 
the duties they enjoin, independent of 
all catechisms, creeds and command- 
ments of uninspired men, of whatever 
sect or denomination. When this search- 
ing of the scriptures shall more gene- 
rally prevail we may reasonably expect, 
that Christians will more generally har- 
monize in opinion and practice. 

As in nature, so in scripture, there 
are many things adove our reason, yet 
nothing contrary to it. As those things 
im nature, which are essential to our 
present existence and happiness, are 
most easily discovered and obtained ; 
so we have abundant reason to believe, 
that the truths of revelation, which are 
most plain and practical, are those, in 
which Christians of all denominations 
most generally agree. 

In judging of others, whatever may 
be their pretensions to inward piety and 
virtue, we can know them only by their 
fruits, that is their performance of the 
duties, which they owe to themselves, 
to their follow-men and to their Ma- 
ker, The faith or belief of others is 
nothing to us ; we are concerned only 
in their practice. 


MORAL EXTRACT: 


Divine providence always places the 
remedy neartheevil, There is not any 
duty to which it has not annexed a bles- 
Sing ;nor any affliction for which vir- 
tue has not provided a remedy. 
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Christian Messenger. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, Sefitember 16, 1820. 





To ouR PATRONS, CORRESPONDENTS, 
AND THE FRIENDS OF RELIGION GENE- 
RALLY. 


The proprietorship of the Christian 
Messenger has devolved upon a socie- 
ty of gentlemen, whose earnest endea- 
vours will be, in conjunction with the 
Editor, to conduct it in future on the 
most liberal principles, so as to render 
it worthy of the patronage of the en- 
lightened publick.—They will endea- 
vour to present them in ita theatre upon 
which all, without distinction of sects, 
may enter, and in the field of fair argu- 
ment, support their several tenets.—No 
article shall be denied insertion, which 
is written in a gentlemanly and chris- 
tianlike spirit, and they earnestly entreat 
every one who has time and talents for 
the task, to come forward and by their 
united efforts endeavour to enlarge the 
“¢ Pale of Christianity.” 

They have often been surprised to 
perceive the reluctance with which the 
upholders of the different existing doc- 
trines submit their opinions to the test 
of reason and of argument.—Truth, 
however much it may be exposed to 
investigation, will loose nothing of its 
force, and error alone can fear the light 
of mid-day. 

Pure, undefiled religion has no great- 
er friend than reason—and the con- 
temptuous manner in which this divine 
principle is spoken of, by professed 
Christians, leads, it is to be feared, in 
many instances to entire scepticism. If, 
as observes a judicious divine, reason 
be so dreadfully darkened by the fall, 
that its most decisive judgments on re- 
ligion are unworthy of trust, then chris- 
tianity and even natural theology must 
be abandoned, for the existence of God, 
and the divine origin of christianity are 
conclusions of reason, and must stand 
or fall with it. If revelation be at war 
with this faculty, it subverts itself, for 
the great question of its truth is left by 
God to be decided at the bar of reason. 
It is worthy of remark, observes the 
same writer, how nearly the bigot and 
the sceptick approach—Both would 





banish our confidence in our faculties, 
and both throw doubt and confusion 
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over every truth. We honour revela- 
tion too highly to make it the antago- 
nist of reason, or to believe, that it calls 
us to renounce our highest powers. 
We indeed, grant that the use of reason in 
religion, may be accompanied with dan- 
ger. But let any honest mind look 
back on the history of the churgh and 
say whether the renunciation of it be 
not still more dangerous. Besides, it is 
a plain fact, that men reason as errone- 
ously onall subjects, as on religion : who 
does not know the wild and groundless 
theories which have been framed in 
physicks and political science, but, who 
ever supposed, that reason must cease 
to be exercised on nature and society, be- 
cause men have erred for ages in ex- 
plaining them. It is granted that the 
passions continually, and sometimes fa- 
tally, disturb the natural faculties in en- 
quiries into the doctrines of revelation. 
The ambitious contrive to find doctrines 
in the bible which favour their love of 
dominion—The timid and dejected dis- 
cover there a gloomy system, and the 
mystical, a fanatical and visionary theo- 
logy—the vicious can find examples 
or assertions on which to build the 
hope of a late repentance, or of accept- 
ance on easy terms, the falsely refined, 
contrive to light on doctrines which 
have not been soiled by vulgar hands— 
but the passions do not distract the 
reason in religion any more than in 
other enquiries which excite strong and 
general interest, and this faculty of 
consequence is not to be renounced in 
religion unless we are prepared to dis- 
card it universally. 

The proprietors of the Christian 
Messenger hope also through the medi- 
um of their paper, to introduce to a 
more general acquaintance with the 
opinions of each other, the partizans 
of different doctrines—they feel as- 
sured that much of that unchristian 
spirit which is, too frequently, to be 
found among sectarians, too much of that 
contempt in which they hold those who 
differ from them in doctrine, has arisen 
from an ignorance of the exact nature 
of those points on which they actually 
do differ---and they are persuaded that 
honest men of all religions will find so 
many points upon which they agree, 
that on a more intimate acquaintance 
they will feel inclined to extend to each 
other the hand of charity and of bro- 
therly love. 
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With these motives, and a determi- 
nation to leave nothing undone than can 
enhance the value of the publication, 
the proprietors feel confident of suc- 
cess, and an admission into the closest 
of the good and candidof every de- 
nomination. 





cn : 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MES- 
SENGER. 


Sir, 

In a late number of the Universalist 
Magazine, published in Boston, there 
is an attempt made by a Calvinistic cor- 
respondent, to prove that from the pas- 
sage in 1 Timothy ii. 3, 4. where it is 
said “for this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour, who 
oly all men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth,” we 
have no right whatever to infer that all 
mankind wi// be saved.--The writer 
argues that this passage only express- 
es.a will or desire in God that all should 
be saved, but that God’s will or desire 
is not always fulfilled. As probably 
many of the advocates of a limited sal- 
vation, in this city, may have similar 
erroneous ideas of the text, and rest 
satisfied with similar sophistry, I have 
taken the liberty to make some few ob- 
servations on the passage, which I sub- 
mit to you for publication. 

With respect to the question whether 
the will of God in relation to the final 
state of mankind, willin the end be 
carried into effect, I shall say nothing, 
as it must be evident to every one who 
will take the trouble to examine the sub- 
ject, that we are fully warranted in be- 
lieving that such will be the case, as 
well from the revealed character of God 
as from the whole tenor of the scrip- 
tures ; but I shall, at present, merely 
examine whether the passage in Timo- 
thy does not in itself absolutely and ex- 
plicitly declare that all men shall be 
saved ! 

If we read attentively the words of 
the text, as they stand in our English 
translation we will be at once convin- 
ced that they do not imply a mere pas- 
sive will.or desire in God that the whole 
world. should be saved, but an impera- 
tive design that such shall without fail 
be the case, and such is the real im- 
port. of the original Sae.* which can 





* ‘os Seas rendered in our translation “ who 
will have.” 
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never be translated so as to imply a 
wish that will not be complied with--- 
or, a will that shall failof being carried 
into effect, 

It is the same original word, See, 
which was used by our Saviour when 
he issued his irresistible command that 
the leper who besought him ata certain 
city, should be cleansed. “Sn0, * I 
command, be thou cleansed” ---and 
when applied to the sinner, it will, in 
due time, be equally efficacious as it was 
when applied to the diseased in body. 

In our intercourse with mankind, if 
we were to hear any one seriously as- 
sert “* I wi// have my son bound as an 
apprentice toa certain profession,” and 
we know he had power over that son, 
as well as the means to carry into effect 
his design, would we not be assured 
that it would be carried into effect, un- 
less his mind became changed, and 
he altered his determination---most un- 
doubtedly we would, if we believed him 
at the time to have expressed his real 
intention, and shall we then say that 
God will not do all his pleasure with 
respect to the salvation of mankind, who 
has expressed by the mouth of his holy 
apostle, in the clearest manner, that he 
will have all men to be saved and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth, and 
whom we are assured changeth not, nor 
to whom can any event occur, to pre- 
vent his design from being accomplish- 
ed ? if we do, we tacitly declare our dis- 
belief in the sacred scriptures, or else, 
we have formed to ourselves a charac- 
ter of our heavenly father, made up of 
mens infirmities and irresolution. 

From what has been said above, we 
may then safely conclude that the pas- 
sage under consideration does imply 
the salvation of all mankind, which shall 
be effected in the fulness of time. But 
this passage is not the only one, abso- 
lutely declaring God’s determination to 
save all his rational creatures——the scrip- 
tures are full of them. 

« All the ends of the world” says the 
Psalmist, ** sha// remember and turn 
unto the Lord : and a@é// the kindreds bi 
the nations sha// worship before thee.” 
Psal. xxii. 27, 28. 

“IT have sworn by myself, the word 
is gone out of my mouth in righteous- 
ness, and shall not return, that unto me 





*Rendered in the common translation “ I 
will.” Luke v. 12, 





every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear, surely shall say, in the Lord 
have [ righteousness and strength, to 
him shall come, and all that are incen- 
sed against him shall beashamed.” Isai, 
xlv» “ For it pleased the Father, that in 
him (Christ) should all fulness dwell; and 
having made peace through the blood 
of his cross, by him to reconcile ai/ things 
unto himself, by him, whether they be 
things on earth or things in heaven,” 
Col. i. 19, 20. 

To a person at all conversant with the 
scriptures, it will be quite unnecessary 
to quote any more of the many passa- 
ges of asimilar import, allot which de. 
clare, in the most explicit terms, the de- 
termination of our heavenly father to 
save all mankind, without condition or 
reserve. 

With respect to this salvation, how. 
ever, I would beg leave to say, that I 
do not believe it to be a salvation from 
any merited punishment, but a salva. 
tion from sin, and a translation into a 
state of purity and holiness. 

By some, the above observations on 
a passage so plain as the one under 
consideration, may be thought quite un- 
necessary, but, it is to be recollected 
that on matters of religious doctrine, 
prejudice has so completely blinded the 
eyes, and distracted the judgments of 
the majority of mankind, that the most 
simple passages of scripture are so 
misunderstood and perverted, that it 
requires some trouble to display to them 
their real meaning. 


E. 


= 
GOD IS LOVE, 
Altered from the Universalist Magazine 


What is it leads my soul from sin, 

And makes me know how vile I’ve been 
"Tis heavenly influence from above, 

To me proclaiming “* God is love !” 


What is it lulls my soul to rest, 

Before, by sin’s vast load cepprest ? 

Makes my cold heart to glow and move ? 
*Tis something whispering ‘* God is deve !” 


What makes me now think more of God, 
And bow beneath his chast’ning rod ? 
What draws my soul to things above? 
*Tis knowing this, that ** God is dove ’ 


> 


When fortune frowns, and friends row cold 
And fear, her empire strives to hold, 
What is it makes that fear remove ? 

A small voice whispering “‘ God is love /” 


*Tis this shall point my way to heaven, 
And waft me, (all my sins forgiven,) 
On angel’s wings, to realms above, 

To sing forever, ‘‘ God is love !” 
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